WINCHESTER HOUSE

EAST GREEN STREET

Much rumor and speculation surround the "0ld Winchester
Mansion" in Westminster. Reports vary widely and wildly, but
it seems reasonably certain that it was built by the heirs of
William Winchester, founder of Westminster, around 1800 on a
ten acre hill top estate a few hundred yards south of the west
end of his original town. The original house, which may have
been a 2% story five-bay wide gable-roofed Georgian building,
has long wince been swallowed by later additions. There are
several reasons to assume that such might have been the original
house; the Winchesters were a sophisticated family and privy to
the Georgian-Federal style that would have then been popular
in older regions of this country; further, examination of the
east facade reveals curious window placement, placement which
would likely have appeared on a Georgian-Federal mansion suitable
to the family of the town founder.



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST

ChKRE # 5T
MALT 0T IRb2 9304

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

TBINAME

HISTORIC
Winchester House

AND/OR COMMON

- PALOCATION

STREET & NUMBER
East Green Street

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Westminster —__ VICINITY OF 7
STATE COUNTY
Maryland Carroll
EJ CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC LOCCUPIED __AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
X_BUILDING(S) X_PRIVATE __UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL __PARK
__STRUCTURE __BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL X_PRIVATE RESIDENCE
__SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGICUS
_0OBJECT __IN PROCESS X_YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPCRTATION
__NO __MILITARY __OTHER
Y OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME
John W. Humbert Telephone #:
STREET & NUMBER
3502 Littlestown Pike
CITY. TOWN sTatE, zip code
Westminster ____ VICINITY OF Maryland 21157
B LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION : _
Liber #: 170
COURTHOUSE. Folio #: 496
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Carroll County Office Building
STREET & NUMBER
Center Street
CITY. TOWN STATE
Westminstaer Maryland

A REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE
None

DATE

—FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN

STATE




ToAa A e ~

S e =N
DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED X_ORIGINAL SITE
XGooD __RUINS X_ALTERED __MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

CONTINUE

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The former Winchester House, which has been owned by some
of the towns most important citizens, has had a rather checkered
existence. The building sits on a rise overlooking the City and
looking north to East Green Street between that street's intersection
with Sycamore and Ralph Streets in Westminster.

Although at least part of the fabric is one of the oldest
houses in the City, having been built by William Winchester's heirs
around 1800*, he died in 1790, the house underwent thorough and
extensive alterations during 19th century when it was used as a
residence for several of the City's more prominent men, and, later
as a summer hotel. The place, in fact, still has the atmosphere of this
later use, as it has now been adapted into a multi-unit apartment building.

There seems to be several distinct sections to the building.
The largest section is a three story five-bay-wide double-pile hipped-
roof section. This may be the original house, or at least it may
contain parts of the original house. This section is the easternmost
section of the rambling pile. Its principal facade looks to the north
and has an entrance door as the ground story central bay. The entrance
door has some elaborate "Federal" enframement about it still (such as
pilasters and fan Tight). The other ground story bays are double hung
sash windows paned two-over-two except for the westernmost (former)
window which is now a plain unpanelled door. Above, each of the other
two stories has five regularly placed double hung sash windows. The
easternmost three on the second story are paned 6/6; the rest are 2/2.
A later addition to this section is an equalateral triangle shaped dormer
placed out of the roof and flush with the main facade. The dormer is
covered with cusped shingles and has a tripartite semi-Palladian window at
its center.

The east facade has four windows in it which may be original;
two each on ground and second stories. Those on the ground story are
2/2, those on the second story are 6/6. Looking at the east facade,
its possible to envision the original house as being 2% stories tall.
This assumption might be made by observing the existing and filled in
wall windows between the second and third story. If the building were
two stories with a gable roofed attic, a very common form in the area,
these small windows are perfectly placed to light the attic. There are
innumerable examples of this style, from about this period, in the area,
and it would make sense that a five bay wide 2% story gable roofed unit
would have been built by the Winchester family. Just 7 years after the
theoretical date of construction, of this house, for example, the
“Shellman House" was built; this very up-to-date buildings consist of
a front section which would be nearly identical with this house, if these
guesses about its original dimensions would be correct. In any event,
assuming that the third story and hipped roof attic were later, there is

*Local nd is fond of attri i the pile to William Winchester; this
B dERatE (OHSEY FTNMREARY is not so as it was built

several years after his death.
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Much rumor and speculation surround the "0ld Winchester Mansion"
in Westminster. Reports vary widely and wildly, but it seems reasonably
certain that it was built by the heirs of William Winchester, founder of
Westminster, around 1800 on a ten acre hill top estate a few hundred yards
south of the west end of his original town. The original house, which
may have been a 2% story five-bay wide gable-roofed Georgian building,
has long since been swallowed by later additions. There are several
reasons to assume that such might have been the original house; the
Winchesters were a sophisticated family and privy to the Georgian-

Federal style that would have then been popular in older regions of

this country; further, examination of the east facade reveals curious
window placement, placement which would likely have appeared on a
Georgian-Federal mansion suitable to the family of the town founder. In
any event, in 1846, David Fisher, an early settler in the area anu

the prominent banker, bought the old house with ten acres of land from
the Winchester heirs. Scharf's History of Western Maryland discusses the
house, but is not by any means diffinitive;

“The o1d Winchester Mansion was on the land now owned by

Judge John E. Smith, and the fine residence and seat of
Colonel A. McKillip (sic) is a part of the original Winchester
Tract. The house was built about 1800, and is still one of
the finest in the County. In 1846 David Fisher bought it,
with ten acres, of the Winchester heirs, and soon after became
the property of Jacob Fisher, and subsequently of John C.
Frizell. Colonel Mckillip (sic) purchased it in 1800."

This account does not square with the County's land records, however,

on December 20, 1849 John Fisher bought, at a public sale, 24 acres

on the edge of Westminster, which may be this tract, (Carroll County Deed
Book 11, Page 86). Item four of his Last Will and Testament, dated
February 15, 13858, gives an bequeaths "to my brother, Jacob Fisher, 200
shares in the back of Westminster, and a life estate in the tract of
land adjoining the town of Westminster, formerly belonging to David
Winchester. At his death it is my will and I hereby declare it to be
the property of my nephew, John C. Frizell." In any event Frizell was
the owner by mid-century having, inherited it, with about ten acres from
the Fishers. After he inherited the land, Frizell laid out much of the
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a central 6/6 window in the present third story. Two large corbel
capped chimneys rise just inside the brick wall on this facade. It
is unlikely that these would have existed on a house built in 1300,
and would instead probably be remnants of later owners' alterations.
The south facade is much altered; the west facade is now covered over
in additions and extensions.

The first of these extensions is a two-story-plus-mansard-
roof unit. We may infer from the ground and second stories' bay placement
this section contains twin units. There is a central axis with, on the
ground floor, an entrance door and window widely separated at the extreme
ends and a single 2/2 window on the second story, again far off the central
axis. It's only in the mansard roof with its three round arcned and hooded
2/2 windows that any even placement of windows or doors exist. West of
this section is a three-story pyramid-roofed tower. The tower has an
entrance door and a 2/2 window on the ground floor, a pair of 1/1 windows
on the second floor, and a trio of 1/1 windows on the ground floor. This
window treatment (going from one on the first floor to two on the second
floor to three on the third floor) is an example of local mid-Victorian
wit. There is a shed-roofed frame extension to the west of the tower; the
north or south facades of all the units have been altered, covered in
aluminum siding, and randomly punctuated by doors and double hung sash
windows. There is some attempt to unify the principal facades; this effort
takes the form of a one story flat roofed heavy porch which runs across the
entire principal front. The brick of all these units now painted a curious
acqua color which contrasts luridly with the yellow cream trim, and heightens
the flashy nature of the building.
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tract into what is now East Green Street.

01d plats of this of his subdivisions prominently indicate
springs and streams. Frizell, doubtless hoping to capitalize on them,
probably hoped to make this area into a spa. Scharf comments:

John C. Frizell, of Westminster, had several springs on his
estate which he supposed contained medicinal properties, as

a number of his friends had derived considerable benefit from
the use of the water, and at their suggestion he had it
analyzed. The water had also been highly recommended by
physicians as anti-dyspeptic. During the first part of July
1870, he placed some of the water in the hands of Prof. William
E. Aiken, of the University of Maryland, Baltimore, who sent
him the following analysis:

"University of Maryland,
"July 7, 1870.

"John C. Frizell":

"My dear Sir, I have just completed the qualitative analysis
of the sample of mineral water you sent me, and herewith send
results: a gallon of water contains 15.76 grains of saline matter.
This quantity, taken in connection with the character of salts
present, will fully entitle the water to the name of a mineral
water. The contents of the water are:

"Hydrochloric acid

Sulphuric acid

Carbonic acid

Silicic acid, of the last a trace
Lime

Magnesia

Soda

Iron

Alumina, a trace

Organic vegetable matter.

"The above substances, arranged in their order of the well-
known combinations, may be considered as representing the following
compounds, which give the mineral character and medicinal value
of the water:

"Bicarbonate of lime
Bicarbonate of magnesia
Bicarbonate of iron
Sulphate of Tlime
Sulphate of soda
Sulphate of magnesia
Chloride of sodium
Alumina

Silicic acid

Organic vegetable matter.

"Respectfully, etc.
"William E. Aiken.
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"P.S. The copious deposit that falls when the matter stands
for a time consists almost wholly of oxide of jron."

Besides inheriting the house, Frizell took the place of the
Fishers in the Union National Bank. In 1863 John Fisher died, having
been cashier or director of the Bank from its inception nearly 50
years, earlier. Frizell suceeded him cashier, and two years later the
bank was robbed.

"About two o'clock on Thursday evening the cry of fire was
raised in the town. John Frizzel, the cashier, and the clerk were both
in the bank at the time. Mr. Frizzel locked the outer door of the
building, leaving the vault open, and proceeded to the scene of the con-
flagration, which proved to be the barn of Mr. Frizzel, which had been
set on fire, and which the citizens suceeded in extinguishing. On
returning to the bank it was discovered that the front door had been
forced, and the institution robbed of eleven thousand dollars in green-
backs and ten thousand dollars in the issues of the bank consisting of
twenty and fifty-dollar notes. A large package of ten-dollar notes was
dropped on the floor of the vault in the hurry of the thieves to get
away. The whole affair was executed in a few minutes, and was remarkably
well planned."

In 1866 the institution was changed from the State Bank of
Westminster to that of the Union National Bank of Westminster, when
John J. Baumgartner was elected cashier in place of Mr. Frizzel, who
had resigned.

In 1880 Frizzel took out a deed of trust on his estate (53/283),
which was foreclosed on February 27, 1887 when William A. Maulsby and
others sold the place for $5300 to William A. Mckellip (60/243). Three
years later Mckellip sold to the Land Improvement Company, (71/247) which
was liquidated by George W. Albaugh and others. Albaugh and the others
sold the place to the Lumber, Coal Company and Supply Company of Carroll
County on March 13, 1929 (152/129), which sold to present owner on May
18, 1939.
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Benjamin F. Crouse is a native of
Westminster and a son of the late in
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Mr. Steele is a son of My, J. 1lowvy
Stecte, unmd a grandson  of e late
loseph Steele, ene  op the first ¢oul-
lissioners of this county. 1lis motl-
er was the daughter of Dr. Kosweil
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Alter tle expiration of his term as
Clite's Attainey, My Steele was ap-
Lointed city soliditor and when the
present nnivor wis elected Mr, Steele
wos renpioitted and is continuing his
:Mle services to Westmlnster's great
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socuring the new charter which has
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